
 
His father was a church planter, and before that his grandfather. So, it may not 
be surprising that God has led Gary Irby to follow in their footsteps. But as 
church planting missionary, Gary will admit he cannot be simply a follower. He 

must be a leader, and to be that requires a patient heart and 
a creative mind, especially serving the Northwest.    
 
Gary leads a ministry called Seattle Church Planting 
(www.seattlechurchplanting.com) -- the new work extension 
of the Puget Sound Baptist Association.  Since the year 
2000, over 65 new churches have been added to PSBA’s 
original 100 congregations.  Just over half of these have 
been in languages other than English. However, there is still 
a long way to go. Less than 4% of our 4-5 million people are 
active, identifiable evangelical 
Christians. 

 
Gary and his high school sweetheart, Joyce, 
celebrate their 25th year of marriage in May of 
2007.  God has blessed them with four awesome 
children…Randi (21), Nathan (19), Austin (16), and 
Kendall (15). 

 
Pray for: 
 
• Spiritual awakening to take place in the Northwest – a 

society that has never been Christian 
• New church planters and their teams  
• Partner churches and individuals who will provide prayer, 

people, and financial support 
• Gary and Joyce as they serve and raise a family 
• Randi, Nathan, Austin, and Kendall as they grow in life and 

the Lord 
 

If 1000 new churches started tomorrow, there would still not be too many in the greater Seattle area. 
 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving through the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering and beyond. 

 

Gary & Joyce Irby 
Church Planting Missionary 
 
Puget Sound Baptist Association  
Seattle Church Planting 
 
www.seattlechurchplanting.com 
info@seattlechurchplanting.com 
 
425.640.3676 
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